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The British Raj 
HIST 4260.002, University of North Texas, Spring 2018 

Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00-3:20, Wooten 121 

 

The Breakfast. Lithograph by J. Bouvier, 1842 (The British Library) 

Kate Imy, kate.imy@unt.edu, Wooten Hall 266 

Office hours: 12:30-2 MW or by appointment 

 

What was the British Raj? What began as a collection of ports and loose economic alliances in 

the seventeenth century became one of the most significant imperial relationships of the modern 

world. Several revolts and rebellions rocked the stability of British power—from the 1857 

uprising to the 1915 Ghadar (mutiny) revolutionary movement. By 1942, an anti-colonial Indian 

National Army aligned with Britain’s wartime enemies—Japan and Germany—forcing the 

empire’s hand toward independence in 1947.  

 

The story of Britain’s relationship with India is much more complex than a straight-forward 

account of British imperial expansion combatting South Asian anti-colonial nationalism. 

Millions of South Asians fought and died for the British Empire in both World Wars, while 

British activists and religious leaders collaborated with Indian nationalists to challenge Britain’s 

role as an imperial nation. South Asian activists included everyone from pan-Islamic 

cosmopolitans, Buddhist reformers, Hindu militants, communist revolutionaries, and pantheistic 

pacifists, all of whom had many allies and opponents around the world.  

 

British rule in India ended with one of the bloodiest geopolitical transformations the world has 

ever seen. The partition of the country in 1947 was the largest mass migration in human history, 

resulting in the displacement of 15 million people and the estimated deaths of over 1 million. 

Partition also created the modern nation state of Pakistan—dividing India and its new neighbor 

through religious definitions of national belonging. Modern nations such as India, Bangladesh, 

Myanmar (Burma), and Pakistan were all governed by British understandings of “India”—and 

the meaning and global significance of “India” remains contested to this day. 

mailto:kate.imy@unt.edu
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Course Objectives 

1. Strengthen critical thinking skills 

2. Learn to interpret and comment thoughtfully on a variety of materials (text, film, 

images)  

3. Improve writing by formulating clear and concise arguments supported by primary 

source evidence 

4. Analyze and interrogate “official” narratives and personal histories by considering 

how they intersect with and depart from one another 

 

Grading: 

In-Class Essays: 10% 

Exam 1: 10% 

Paper Proposal: 5% 

Position Papers (5% each): 10%  

Primary Source Essay: 20% 

Exam 2: 15% 

Final Exam: 20% 

Class Participation: 10% 

 

Grades for individual assignments will appear on Blackboard for your reference. The final exam 

and final course final grades will not be posted on Blackboard. Students may request final exam 

grades via e-mail after the final course grades have been posted to my.unt.edu. 

 

Standard UNT Grading Procedure: 90%+ A; 80%+ B; 70%+ C; 60%+ D; 59.99% or lower F. 

Students slightly below 90% may be eligible for an “A” based on high overall performance, 

noteworthy improvement, and/or a final exam grade of “A.”  

 

Required Textbooks 

Barbara D. Metcalf & Thomas R. Metcalf, A Concise History of Modern India (Cambridge UP;

 2nd ed., 2006; 3rd ed., 2012) 

Empire Online Database: https://iii.library.unt.edu/record=b5823395~S12  

 

Other Readings 

Other readings listed on the syllabus will be available on the websites provided or posted on 

Blackboard. Please print and bring all discussion materials to class on the assigned dates.  

 

The most important daily readings are the primary sources. These will be discussed in class. The 

textbook is meant to provide you with a unifying narrative and general overview to clarify 

lectures and discussion. 

 

Assignments 
All assignments are due as hard copies at 2:00pm on the assigned date as well as submitted as 

electronic copies to turnitin.com. Papers failing to adhere to either of these guidelines, but 

received appropriately within twenty four hours of the start of class on the due date, will be 

subject to an automatic 10% grade deduction. An additional 5% will be deducted for failing to 

provide a hard copy, and for each subsequent day of tardiness. Late assignments can be dropped 

at the History Department main office (Wooten 225) where they must be time-stamped by the 

front desk staff. Late assignments should not be left at my office when I am not there. 

https://iii.library.unt.edu/record=b5823395~S12
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Students may stop by during office hours or schedule appointments to discuss the results of 

individual assignments starting 24 hours after the assignment has been returned to students. 

Grades and assignment results will not be discussed prior to this time. No assignments will be 

accepted after the final exam has been administered. When in doubt: communicate. 

 

Position Papers & Debates:  Each position paper (One page single spaced, Times New Roman, 

11-12 point font) asks students to select a pre-assigned “position” about major debates in the 

history of the British Raj. This may mean defending a position with which you do not personally 

agree. You should write your paper as if you are a person in the British Empire making this 

argument yourself. This may, if you choose, include writing in the voice of an historical actor or 

primary source author. 

 

You should create a succinct argument based on the topic and position provided and support this 

argument with evidence from assigned primary sources or the Metcalf book. Evidence may 

include short quotations and relevant names, dates, ideas, and events from the sources. Ideas 

should be organized into paragraphs. 

 

Any citation style is acceptable as long as you remain consistent throughout. Bibliographies are 

not required. 

 

 Position Paper 1 (31 January): Warren Hastings was: 

 A tyrant and despot who should be removed from his position. 

 A reasonable man who did his best to bring reform to India. 

 Position Paper 2 (26 February): The events of 1857 can be best described as: 

 A justifiable fight against foreign occupation. 

 A mutinous and violent revolt against legal governance. 

 Position Paper 3 (23 April): Independent India should be: 

 A single independent nation-state. 

 Multiple (partitioned) nation-states divided into two or more parts. 

 Postponed  

 

Position papers are meant to prepare students for group debates about the assigned topic. Each 

“side” will discuss their position and elect a representative to take a leadership role in the debate. 

Students may not serve as representatives in back-to-back debates. Whichever “side” presents 

the most reasonable and well-supported argument will win the debate and earn 5 extra credit 

points on the assignment. Only the two highest position paper scores will be calculated in the 

final grade. 

 

Automatic Deductions: Position Papers 

 Late: -10 (after 2:00pm) 

o Failure to submit the paper to turnitin.com by 2:00pm on the 

assigned due date and/or to turn in a hard copy by 2:00. 5 points 

off for each subsequent day 

 Not single spaced: -2 

 Sources not cited: -1 to -5  



4 

 

 Incorrect formatting (Not times New Roman 11-12 font) -2 (up to -10 if 

this coincides with length issues) 

 Overlong or too short: -2 to -10  

 

In-Class Response Papers: There will be a number of unannounced in-class essays based on 

days when there are assigned discussion materials (but not debates/position papers). Students 

may bring and use hard copies of readings for reference. For film or interviews, students may 

bring their printed or hand-written notes. These cannot be retaken or made up for any reason. 

The lowest grade will be dropped. 

 

Exams (19 February and 4 April): The exams consist of identifications and essays based on 

quotations, terms, images, and prompts. Exam 1 covers the East India Company period. Exam 2 

emphasizes the material covered after exam 1. 

 

Primary Source Essay (11 April): Students may choose to write an essay on one of the 

following themes related to British imperialism in India prior to the Second World War: 

 

Race 

Gender 

Food 

Militaries/War 

Religion 

Anti-colonialism 

 

Other themes may be approved if they are cleared at least one week in advance of the deadline 

and students demonstrate a good sense of primary sources available. 

 

Students must use at least 5 primary sources to complete the essay. At least two sources must 

come from pre-approved archives and databases listed below. 

  

Students should build their argument by selecting primary sources, analyzing them, and 

supporting their argument with evidence in the form of short quotations, names, dates, events, 

etc. Students are expected to demonstrate that they can make appropriate use of in-class 

materials and find relevant evidence from appropriate sources. Essays should be organized into 

paragraphs with a clear introduction that sets up the main argument of the paper. 

 

Students must use documents, films, interviews, and images from class and at least three sources 

from the following: 

 

 Primary source articles from Periodical Index Plus: 

https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:2165/britishperiodicals/index  

 Empire Online Database: https://iii.library.unt.edu/record=b5823395~S12  

 Images from the National Army Museum:  https://collection.nam.ac.uk/  

 Fordham University Internet Sourcebook: 

https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/Halsall/india/indiasbook.asp#The Western Intrusion 

 

Students may choose sources from any combination of the above (one of each, three from the 

same, etc.) as long as they use a total of at least three primary sources from the above sources, in 

addition to whatever materials from class that they find relevant (for a total of five sources).  

 

Secondary sources other than Metcalf and primary sources from places not used above must be 

cleared by the instructor at least one week prior to the deadline. 

https://libproxy.library.unt.edu:2165/britishperiodicals/index
https://iii.library.unt.edu/record=b5823395~S12
https://collection.nam.ac.uk/
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Requirements: 

 At least 5 primary sources (at least 3 from approved online databases) 

 Times New Roman, 11-12 point font; 6-7 pages not including title page 

 Title page with a creative paper title, student name, professor name 

 No heading on subsequent pages 

 Page numbers all pages except the title page 

 Footnotes using the following general style: 

  [For secondary sources:] Author, “Article Title,” Periodical VOL# 

(DATE): page number, link to website for that item. 

 For books: Author, Book (Publication City: Publisher, Year), page. 

 [For items used in class] Author, Title (Year), page number. 

 Works Cited or Bibliography not required.  

 If you are using images, please include a copy of the image, with the link to NAM 

at the end of the essay. This will not count toward the total page total. 

 Organize essay into paragraphs with a central argument articulated clearly at the 

end of the introduction (first paragraph). 

 Include short quotations or specific details from primary sources to support the 

argument. 

 

Automatic Deductions: Primary Source Essay: 

 Late: -10 (after 2:00pm) 

o Failure to submit the paper to turnitin.com by 2:00pm on the 

assigned due date and/or to turn in a hard copy by 2:00. 5 points 

off for each subsequent day. 

 Failure to double space: -5 

 Failure to cite sources or include images: -5 to -10  

 Minor footnoting/citation errors: -1 to -5 

 Wrong font size or style -5 (more if this contributes to length issues) 

 Overlong or too short: -2 per quarter page; -5 for every half page under 

required length  

 Absence of page numbers -2 

 Absence of title page: -2 

 Heading on pages after title page: -2 

Grading Rubric 

 

 A: Follows instructions, makes a strong, clear central argument. Supports the argument 

with ample evidence including short quotations and paraphrased references from the sources. 

Organization is clear and all evidence supports the larger argument. 

 

 B: Includes some good observations and has an argument. Makes good use of evidence 

from sources. Follows most of the general instructions. Organization of ideas could be 

strengthened or are not always consistent with the main idea.  

  

 C: Has either good ideas or some strong evidence. Organization is not always clear and 

instructions were not necessarily followed. Stronger argument or better use of evidence would 

elevate this to a “B.” 



6 

 

 

 D: Does not have clear main ideas. Most likely does not make use of evidence from the 

sources. Organizational problems throughout and failure to follow general instructions. 

 

 F: Fails to follow instructions. Includes neither a strong argument nor includes evidence 

from the sources. Falls short of required length, makes use of unapproved materials, and/or does 

not cite sources. 

 

Paper Proposal (26 March): Students must prepare a draft proposal for their primary source 

essays. These should identify the theme of the students’ choice, what specific angle or topic they 

are discussing, and reference to at least two primary sources from online databases and archives 

that will be consulted in the longer essay. The format for the proposal is open—students may 

choose to write an outline, a first page rough draft, a summary, or whatever is most useful. Being 

as specific and thorough as possible will be the most beneficial for getting early feedback on the 

longer essay. Proposals should be submitted via Blackboard only by 2:00pm (no hard-copy 

required).  

 

Final Exam (7 May, 1:30-3:30pm): The final exam will be a combination of essays and 

identifications based on quotations, terms, images, and prompts. It will be cumulative with an 

emphasis on materials covered after exam 2.  

 

Participation Grades: Participation grades are based on attending class on time and providing 

thoughtful feedback on assigned materials. Students who regularly miss class, are habitually 

tardy, or interrupt lectures and discussions to mention things that are off-topic or tangential will 

receive low participation grades. Students who are on time and present for the vast majority of 

classes, who contribute to debates and discussions, and/or who regularly provide thoughtful 

insight about assigned materials, will receive high participation grades.  

 

Optional Essay (30 April): A student may choose to write one “optional essay” (same format as 

a short paper) to replace the score of either one short essay or one in-class quiz. This is not extra 

credit but a replacement of a low score. If the optional essay score is lower than the original 

score, the original score will stand. The conditions of writing an optional essay are as follows: 

1) Those planning to complete an optional essay must come by during regular office 

hours or set up an appointment to discuss it at least one week prior to the due date (an 

informal chat after class does not count). At that time students will determine paper 

topics and sources in consultation with me. 

2) The optional essay should be written about any single primary source assigned on a 

day when there was no position paper or in-class essay. The primary source cannot be 

used in the student’s research paper. 

3) Students may complete only one optional essay per term.  

4) Students may not use an optional essay if they have missed more than one in-class 

essay, failed to turn in a short essay, or been late on both of their short essays.  

5) An optional essay must be handed to the instructor as a hard copy, in-person. E-mails, 

mailbox drops, or under door submissions will be thrown away.  

6) Optional essays are due at 9:30 on December 5th and will not be accepted late.  

There are absolutely no exceptions to any of the above conditions. If students fail to adhere to 

these guidelines, the optional essay will not be graded. 
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Plagiarism and Academic Integrity  

All work must be original to each student and may not be completed in pairs or groups. Doing so 

may warrant a zero grade for that assignment. Wikipedia, cliffs notes, sparks notes, blogs, and 

online encyclopedias are not appropriate sources and should not be consulted when completing 

any assignments. Doing so may warrant a zero grade. All appropriate sources (primary and 

secondary) should be cited in footnotes. Typical university protocol on plagiarism, as stated on 

the UNT Academic Integrity website (http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity ), will be 

enforced.  

 

Course materials may not be distributed or posted online without the express written consent of 

the instructor. All students who wish to use recording devices must sign a statement agreeing not 

to post, distribute, or circulate any part of the lectures. A failure to do so constitutes a theft of 

intellectual property and may warrant dismissal from the course, an “F” grade, and appropriate 

UNT disciplinary action. 

 

Respect and Civility 
Students are expected to treat one another, the course, and professor with the respect of a 

workplace. On time arrival, staying on topic, and avoiding distracting behaviors helps to 

maintain a stable working environment for your classmates. Bullying or aggressive behavior will 

not be tolerated. Please silence all electronic devices and avoid non-academic discussions during 

class time. Students may not use cell phones in class.  

  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ 

opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 

forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 

classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether 

the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The Code of Student Conduct can 

be found at www.deanofstudents.unt.edu 

 

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault 
UNT is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual 

harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. If you (or 

someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these acts of aggression, please know 

that you are not alone. The federal Title IX law makes it clear that violence and harassment 

based on sex and gender are Civil Rights offenses. UNT has staff members trained to support 

you in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and 

housing accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more.  
  
UNT’s Dean of Students’ website offers a range of on-campus and off-campus resources to help 

support survivors, depending on their unique needs: http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0 
  

Tutoring and Study Sessions 
For tips about strengthening your study skills, writing ability, and time management, or for 

coordinating study sessions and meeting tutors, please feel free to contact UNT’s learning center. 

https://learningcenter.unt.edu/ 

 

Disability Services 

http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
http://www.deanofstudents.unt.edu/
http://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources_0
https://learningcenter.unt.edu/
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Should you require specific arrangements for examinations, note-taking, take-home assignments, 

or other accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Accommodation so that the 

correct procedures may be followed. Students should set up appointments with me as soon as 

possible in the semester to ensure that all paperwork is complete and accommodations are clear 

to all parties. https://disability.unt.edu/services  

 

 

THE DEPARTURE OF BRITISH TROOPS FROM INDIA, 28 FEBRUARY 1948, Imperial War Museum 

Course Schedule 
 

 

Date Topic Textbook Readings Primary Sources Assignment

WEEK 1: Introducing 

India and Empire

17-Jan

Introduction: The East 

India Company

Optional: Skim 

Metcalf, 1-28 

WEEK 2: Cultures of 

Empire

22-Jan

An Age of Empires: 

Decline and Ascendance Metcalf, 29-44

24-Jan Creating a Trade Empire Metcalf, 44-55

Ananda Ranga Pillai, excerpts from diary (mid-

eighteenth century); Agreement between the 

Company and the Nabob (1765); Excerpts from 

Adam Smith, "…The Wealth of Nations" (1776)

WEEK 3: Defining 

Power

29-Jan

Nabobs, Sultans and 

Despots Metcalf, 56-81

31-Jan Trial of Warren Hastings Hastings Primary Sources

**Position 

Paper 1**

https://disability.unt.edu/services
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Date Topic Textbook Readings Primary Sources Assignment

Week 4: War and Reform

5-Feb

Soldiers, Travelers, 

Servants, Prostitutes

7-Feb

An Empire of Reform?: 

Liberalism and 

Evangelicalism Metcalf, 81-91

Selections from JW Cunningham, "Christianity in 

India," Introduction (1808);  Excerpts from Field 

Officer at Madras on Christianity, 1813;  Captain 

Sleeman, "Measures of the British Government 

WEEK 5: Exam

12-Feb

The Road to 1857: 

Military Life and Culture Metcalf, 92-107

14-Feb  Exam Review Exam Review

WEEK 6: Mutiny or War 

of Independence?

19-Feb Exam 1 Exam Exam 1

21-Feb

Ending the East India 

Company: 1857 Metcalf, 108-122

WEEK 7: Ruling India

26-Feb 1857 Debate 1857 Documents

**Position 

Paper 2**

28-Feb

Retribution, Power and 

Control Metcalf, 123-155

WEEK 8: Great Games?

5-Mar Critics of Empire

Dadabhai Naoroji, Various Documents on 

British Rule, 1871-1885; Ahmed Khan on 

7-Mar The "Great Game"

12 March-

14 March Spring Break Spring Break

WEEK 9: Radicalism and 

Social Rebellions

19-Mar Nationalism and Gender Metcalf, 155-162

Aurobindo Ghose on Nationalism (1905-1907);  

Lajpat Rai on the 1905 partition (1905); BG Tilak 

21-Mar

Women, Religion and 

Theosophy

Excerpts from Josephine Butler, The Queen's 

Daughters in India, 1899; Sarojini Naidu, 

WEEK 10: War and 

Revolution I

26-Mar

From France to 

Mesopotamia: India and 

the First World War Metcalf, 162-166

**Paper 

Proposals 

Due**

28-Mar Wartime Rebels

Ghadar Documents and Selection of Indian 

Soldiers' Wartime Letters (1914-1919)
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Date Topic Textbook Readings Primary Sources Assignment

Week 11: Exam

2-Apr Exam Review Exam Review

4-Apr Exam 2 EXAM 2

Week 12: Nationalisms

9-Apr

Opportunity and 

Activism 1920s Metcalf, 167-189

Mohandas Gandhi, selected documents; MN 

Roy, "I Accuse" (1931); Mohammed Ali on 

Gandhi, (1930); Mohamed Ali, Select Writings 

(1921-1923); M.N. Roy, "Anti-Imperialist 

Struggle in India" (1924) 

11-Apr

Depression and 

Radicalization Metcalf, 190-202

**Primary 

Source 

Essays Due**

WEEK 13: War and 

Revolution II

16-Apr

WWII: Global Fights and 

International Alliances IWM Interviews

18-Apr

WWII: Famine and the 

Homefront Metcalf, 203-216

S.C. Bose, Multiple Documents (1938-1943); 

Nehru, "Marxism, Capitalism and India's Future" 

WEEK 14: New 

Nation(s)

23-Apr Partition Debate Metcalf, 217-230 Partition Documents

**Position 

Paper 3**

25-Apr Impact of Partition

Saadat Hasan Manto, "Toba Tek Singh," (English 

translation), (1955)

WEEK 15: Imperial 

Legacies

30-Apr

Review and Reflect: 

Thinking Globally about 

Britain and South Asia

Optional: Skim 

Metcalf Chapters 8 

and 9 Moazzam Beg, Imperial War Museum Interview

2-May Review Review


